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Although the pomp and splendour which
attended the Hindoo Princes might induce
us to suppose that their power was despotic,
we shall yet find, that this power was sub-
servient at all times to the will of the Brah-
mins. Innumerable must have been the
evils attending such a government, where,
in every village, and almost in every house,
there existed a despotic ruler, amenable to
no law; for, in the hand of the Brahmins
lay the exposition of the law ; living with-
out fear of God, to whom his own Shasters
tell him he is equal, and without respect for
the King, to whom they tell him he is su-
perior.

By following the example of their Priests,
the lower orders are what we now see them ;
an f as the Brahmins have progressively ad*
vanced in wickedness, so have the others
kept pace with them*
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